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JONFIDENTIAL/NO FORTIGN DISSEM

+botosraphie Evidence of Destrustion of Yen Bai Tewn

linder Rolling Thunder 22 and 23 (coverinsg the pariod July 9 tc 23), our
nirerart were authorized to strike the Yen Bed Ordin:ince Danot, lcoated 2 nautieal
ailes northeast of Yen Ial town, and to run arred recce on a Lo nautical mila
Ge;ment of the highway and railroad to the northweast and southerst of Yen Bai,
fsatween July 9 and 17, nine missions were run on thre depot, resulting in
destruction of 4S porcent of its capacity. Also cn these missicns. a railrosd
yard near the depot's motor pool wus struck, resulting in considercble damace to
rgoldential and business-time buildings as well us to rolling stock and railroad
iaciiities. The railroad vard, which was not n £2ued target under the Rolling
‘litnder progrum, was apparently struck as a turet of opportunity under the rules
“or ermed reconnnissance migsions. The attached nhotosraphs show that the main
part of town adjacent to the railroad yard, intact on July 13, had been fenarally
featroyed by July 19 and thet other cections of the tova had been damared or
uestroyed.

on July 12, Brnod rodio charped that U rlures had struck medisel facilities
in Yen Lai towvn killing eame 47 reonle, mulaly rmcdical personncl, in the first
21 three days of raids, ﬁ; cannot verify ihis allegation. Subsecucntly, in
keeping with their renerel effort to minimire non-medical eivilinn daxace, the
#arth Vietnemeaee did not relecse any detedls in their protests atous the July
i3=17 raids which, to judre from the phictorraphs, probably ecaused more comage to

ihe civilian population.
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